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SUB J : EYADEMA AND EKLO SPEECHES FOLLOWING PLANE CRASH 
REF: LOME 204 

1. FOLLOWING ARE FULL TEXT OF SPEECH GIVEN AT 1900 GMT ON 
RADIO TOGO BY MIN INFORMATION EKLO, AND TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S 
TAPED STATEMENT WHICH WAS BROADCAST IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER, 

AS TRANSLATED BY EMBASSY: 

2. EKLO: "AS YOU KNOW, THIS AIRPLANCE ACCIDENT AT LAMA KARA 
YESTERDAY, WHOSE UNDERLYING CAUSES STILL REMAIN TO BE DETERMINED, 
ALMOST COST THE LIFE OF OUR DEAR PRESIDENT-FOUNDER OF THE 

RPT, GENERAL ETIENNE GNASSINGBE EYADEMA. THIS NEWS WHICH 

CAUSED CONSTERNATION THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY MUST MAKE US PONDER 

SERIOUSLY. IF THE PRESIDENT HAD NOT ESCAPED DEATH BY A MIRACLE, 

TOGO WOULD BE PLUNGED AGAIN CERTAINLY INTO THE DARKNESS OF 
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YESTERDAY AND OUR ENEMIES, THE ENEMIES OF TOGO, WOULD HAVE BEEN 
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JUBILANT. WHILE MOURNING THE FOUR VICTIMS OF THIS ACCIDENT, 

WE EQUALLY GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR HAVING SAVED THE LIFE OF THE 
GENERAL, HE WHO SACRIFICES HIMSELF EVERY DAY SO THAT TOGO MAY 
LIVE. 

3. "THE GENERAL HAS UNDERTAKEN A DECISIVE BATTLE TO WIN OUR 
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE. HE HAS COURAGEOUSLY REPULSED ALL 
ATTEMPTS OF CORRUPTION, IN DOING SO, THINKING FIRST OF HIS 
PEOPLE. THERE IS A LEADER, A MAN, A PATRIOT, A TOGOLESE 
NATIONALIST. 

4. "THE ECONOMIC LIBERATION MEASURES TAKEN BY OUR GIDE DO 
NOT PLEASE AT ALL IMPERIALISM AND INTERNATIONAL HIGH FINANCE. 
THESE GENTLEMENT ARE GOING TO UNLEASH THEIR ANGER ON US; THAT 
IS CERTAIN. THEY ARE GOING TO ATTEMPT TO LIQUIDATE PHYSICALLY 
OUR LEADER, BUT THEY FORGET ONE THING: YOU CAN KILL A MAN, BUT 
YOU CANNOT KILL HIS IDEAS. THE GENERAL HAS ALREADY VACCINATED 
ALL THE MILITANTS OF THE RPT AGAINST THE FEAR OF DYING FOR 
ONE'S COUNTRY. 

5. "COMMRADE MILITANTS, WE MUST FROM NOW ON DOUBLE OUR 
VIGILANCE AND DENOUNCE AT ALL COSTS THE ENEMIES OF OUR 
COUNTRY. WE MUST MOBILIZE OURSELVES MORE EACH DAY TO SUPPORT 
THE POLICY OF OUR PRESIDENT. 

6. "AND IF OUR ENEMIES WANT EVEN TO INVADE US, THEY WILL FIND 
ENOUGH ROOM ON OUR SOIL TO BURY THEMSELVES. 

7. "THE STRUGGLE WHICH HAS JUST BEGUN WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE 
FINAL VICTORY. IN THIS DECISIVE BATTLE FOR OUR COUNTRY, WE CAN 
DIE: THAT IS SURE; WE WILL DIE, THAT IS CERTAIN, BUT WE WILL 

NOT ALL DIE, THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TOGOLESE WHO WILL PURSUE THE 
ROAD MARKED BY GENERAL EYADEMA. 

8. "IN THE TOGO OF TODAY, THERE IS NOT ONLY ONE EYADEMA, 

THERE ARE TWO AND ONE-HALF MILLION EYADEMAS. 

9. "LOUIS PASTEUR SAID, "LIFE IN THE MIDST OF DANGER, THAT IS 
REAL LIFE, THAT IS A GREAT LIFE, A LIFE OF SACRIFICE, WHICH 
YIELDS FRUIT". 
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10. "MILITANTS, IN ORDER TO ALLEVIATE YOUR ANXIETIES ABOUT THE 
STATE OF HEALTH OF OUR GREAT LEADER, THE NATIONAL HELMSMAN, 

IT WOULD BE WELL FOR YOUR TO LISTEN ATTENTIVELY TO THE SHORT 
BUT SIGNIFICANT STATEMENT MADE BY GENERAL EYADEMA YESTERDAY 
MORNING AT PYA TO A TEAM OF JOURNALISTS FROM MY DEPARTMENT. 
COMRADES, THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES. HERE AND NOW THE MILITANTS 
OF LOME MUST GET READY TO GIVE A TRIMPHANT WELCOME TO OUR 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



GUIDE WHO IS NOW RESTING AT HIS HOME IN PYA." 

1 1 . GENERAL DYADEMA: "MY DEAR COMPATRIOTS, MIT, IT ANTS OF 
THE RPT: YOU HAVE LEARNED THE SAD NEWS OF THE CRASH OF THE 
AIRPLANE IN WHICH I WAS FLYING. THANKS TO GOD, I AM HAPPY 

TO ANNOUNCE TO YOU THAT I AM STILL ALIVE BUT LIGHTLY INJURED. 
UNFORTUNATELY, WE MOURN FOUR DEAD AND WE BOW BEFORE THEIR 
MORTAL REMAINS AND PRESENT OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO THEIR 
BEREAVED FAMILIES. TOGOLESE MEN AND WOMEN: AN ISOLATED 
SHOT NEVER STOPS THE FIGHT. WHATEVER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND 
WHATEVER HAPPENS TO ME, YOU WILL CONTINUE THE BATTLE WHICH WE 
HAVE UNDERTAKEN TOGOETHER FOR OUR ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE. LONG 
LIVE TOGO*" 

12. COMMENT: IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT PARAS 4 AND 6 ABOVE DID NOT 
RPT NOT APPEAR IN VERSION OF EKLO SPEECH PRINTED IN TOGO-PRESSE, 
JANUARY 26. PRESS VERSION ALSO DELETED OR CHANGED A FEW 
INDIVIDUAL WORDS, BUT ONLY OTHER POSSIBLY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IS 
PRESS REFERENCE TO "CAUSES FONDAMENTALES" ("BASIC CAUSES") 

OF CRASH, IN LIEU OF MINISTER’S ACTUAL "CAUSES PROFONDES", 

WHICH CARRIES MORE SINISTER IMPLICATION. EMBASSY'S TRANSLATION 
OF SPEECH IS BASED ON COMPLETE TAPE-RECORDING. 

DICKINSON 
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